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tC11 recurring Labor Day very
naturally serves lo focus publicE attention on the conimnnderlnchlcf
of organized Inlior In America Nut
that Samuel Counters Is conspicuous

In the affairs of the nnllon snvc on the
annual holiday Bet nsldc In recognition of
the power and Influence of the toners of
the Republic On the contrary there Is
probably no roan except the President of
the United States whose activities nre more
extensive more continuous or of wilIer
rope In behalf of humanitarian move-
ments of every description Indeed the

ll evidence of the growing realization-
of the Importance of having the coopera-
tnu of organized labor In nil great public
project Is found In the number of np
peals which have been mode to Samuel
Compere In Inte years to serve aw one
of lire directors of national or Intornnl-
loucl undertakings for the common good

This recognition which has become DO

marked during the past decade has como
lo Mr Campers In part of course by
reason of his official position as the presl-
cput of the American Federatlou of La-

br and the executive head of uu army
of 2000000 organized workmen To n-

turprlsliig degree however the Invitat-

ions extended to Mr Gompers to sit In
council with other public men of tho nn
lion are to be coitNtrucd ns n personal
tribute to this remarkable labor leader
The foremost teen In nil walks of life
Rho have come In personal contact with
President Clampers have been forced to-

rero nlze the mental power the fore
ftibtcdness and the good Judgment of
tbe foremost spokesman of organized In I

tar Some capitalist and other prowl

IIILE we have had forest Ores

that reached gigantic propor-

tions
¬W ns the Mlramlchl fire of

1S1 where on two and n half
million nook every living thing

was killed nnd the nth died along the
river banks tho Peshtlgo fire of 1871
which covered oer two thousand lunr1
miles In Wisconsin and In which nearly
flftcou hundred people perished and the
JUnckley tire of ISM when that town

r and sir other places were destroyed lu
tome WilY the fires of lOS were the
worst known Expert foresters who
havo since been over the groUnd state
tbnt It Is impossible to flgnre the sham
nge done and that the waste was enor
toousr

The loss by forest fires In our country
in the overage year reaches fifty million
dollars This figure was far exceeded-
last year Tho drouth which was gen
oral was chiefly contributory hug other
adverse conditions helped among them
the indifference of people to small Ores
The government hart much to do In-

fighting area in the national forests
but preventive measures kept the loss
down to a minimum The damage In n
forest lire cannot be calculated In dol-

lars
¬

and cents Though there Will com-

paratively n nmnll loss of life In tbo
IMS fires people for months lived In

r terror fifty persons perished in lIch
Izon and many suffered ncrlously from
the errata In the cage of large trees
nn enllmnte can be placed on tho dam
nse which grows greater ns timber be
comes wore valuable but It IH not 11-

0tnJlY to calculate the detraction to
young growing forest trees Some Idea
coo bo gained when one reflects that It
costs from six to twenty dollars an acre
to plant tiny seedlings If a million
acres ore burned over and all young
Growth destroyed it is clear the waste
u enormous

It Is evident a more adequate nyatc-
mf forest protection Is needed and even
the Indifferent here nt last been aroused
to see the necessity of some systematic
crusade Fortunately we have a United

have been the marvelous nc¬

mAY along peculiar lines
Individuals who In all other ways

worn Idiotic Blind Tom the famous col
Drj musician of a generation back was
toot only Blghtleso but semiIdiotic and

Ii nnjcn to alarming convulsions Recent
observations 10 famous bclentlst Dr
Hermann Wltzmnnn of Vlonno of n

y man loikMl up as n congenital Idiot show
1 s remarkable mathematical freak In this

mans brain
Tile Idiot Is able to tell what day of tho

h seek It IIXB been or will bo on nny
PCtN day In the whole period extending

cent men have at the outset gone Into
conference with Gompers strong lu pre-
conceived

¬

prejudice against time agita-
tor

¬

In nine cases out of ten however
they have been won over to a respectful
tolerance of his opinions The
Goiupcrs lookluc at things through the
eyes of the labor partisan have not al-

ways
¬

been their views of course but his
opponents In debate In such councils
have always been forced to recognize the
honesty and sincerity of the man and his
conscientious desire to do whnt Is best
for the myriad wage earuors whoso moni-
tor

¬

he Is-

Latterly the recognition of the services
and Influence of Samuel Gompers which
wns at first confined to this country has
extended beyond the Atlantic owl he
bids fair to become ere long the most
famous labor lender In the world not
even excepting the well Innwn leaders
of the Inbor party in Great Britain The
prestige of Compere abroad has been ma
tonally enhanced this summer In conse-
quence of n lengthy visit he has paid to
nil the Industrial sections of Europe Ilo
lens made numerous public addresses has
participated In Important conferences and
has otherwise voiced time Idenii and Ideals
of American organized labor liven ns
this meets the eyes of renders It Is ex-

pected
¬

that Mr Gompers will be return-
ing from the Continent to Great Britain-
to participate Iu the great convention of
the trades unions at Ipswich England
Provident GomperM has made a careful
and exhaustive study of Industrial con-

ditions abroad ns they affect the workers
end It Ix expected that his observations
will be reelected In the future policy of

States Forest Service and most staUs
Lave n forestry department It IH to
them we must look for an adequate
solution of the problem but they cannot
net illlclently without the cooperation
of Individuals settlers anti lumbermen
the passing of favorable laws and facili-
ties

¬

In thee way of ample appropriations
Our forests cover an area of about 000
00000 acres In time Northwestern states
once stretched the great white pine for
cats along the Atlantic and Gulf coast
lie the Southern pine trees in the Mln-

slDslppl Valley are hardwoods the oak
hickory ash nnd gum and OIL the Tactile
coast the giant redwood nnd lira Some
parts of these arena are set aside for
federal forest reserves and these are
under the Bureau of Forestry This
bureau composed of trained officer to
administer and Improve the reserved for-

ested lauds Is always ready to give
advice to Individuals nnd fotvst owners
nnd they have adopted a firefighting
system within the National Forests
boundaries which Into materially re¬

duced the annual losses
Aa a tlrst step toward Instituting a

crusade against a recurrence of the fires
of 1003 tbe national government sent
Paul G Redlngton and Raymond W
Pullman capable officials of the forest
service to probe the situation mind de-

vise
¬

moans for improving conditions In
the future Mr Pullman visited time

Lake districts and sought nt first hand
for remedial measures In hU review of
the situation Forester nedlnglon nuys

What IH wanted Is effort on the part
of the government the states corpora
lions anti Individuals There should be
adequate fire laws In every state where
any forests are situated There Ire
those who advocate n national tire de-

partment to protect nil forests but this
may take years to accomplish If It Is
ever done What Is needed nt onCe Is

that the legislatures of the various states
pass better laws for the safeguarding of
forests that more money should be ap-

propriated
¬

for this purpose nnd that mon
who ruthlessly oat urn to forests should
be punished

from the year 1000 until the year 2000
The answer to any such qnentlon which
would take n thorough mathematician
some time to solve this Idiot ran
road off from his brain lu n ilnsb In
over n thousand questions bo has never
been caught by Dr Wltzmunn In tho
slightest error

Thus lie was naked What was the dny
of the wenk on October 3 1007 The r
plyWnt Thursday Ftc ran glv the
clatCvPf and JCusfr In the given rrhI of
n llioiUKiml yoan and mn rltr thr num-
ber of Uve la any holiday period lu the
Roman Church

rI-
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the grout of which he has
so long been the head

For nil thnt Mr by reason of
his olllclal activities has of late years
been an ¬

place In tbe public eye
little has been disclosed the
hciiie family and prlvnto life of this re

and labor field mar-
shal Yet Mr Is by Instinct an

home man and he Is home
nun In to ns great an extent as
his public duties will permit No man
was over more with bill life-
work than Is Samuel and the
one note of regret In the he
voices Is due to the fact that tale It the
year through he spends almost onethird
ot lids time on railroad trains and Is ab-

sent from home more than
half of the time There Is no doubt that
on the basis of miles traveled Samuel

Is one of the of
American public men In this respect he
lw worthy rival of Taft and
William Bryan

The house which Sumunl call
home Is n modest but
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A
cause of forest fires nro the sparks

tram locomotives nnd sawmills Many of
the latter ore small and poorly protected
The danger from railroads IH BO great I

that Paul G Itedlngton proposes that
railroad have patrolmen who could fol-
low the trains as they travnrse thin forests
and extinguish any small Ore that might
IM started Other causes of tire are
campers berry pickers nud pleasure seek-
ers who careless In putting out fires
In spite of the warnings that are posted
There mire also factors beyond the control
of mankind such is lightning which n-

one year started 2uU forest In the
national forests

In the case of ort fires IH

the first thing to be considered for after
tire gains headway it Is with the ut

most difficulty extinguished It Is gen-
erally conceded that forest patrol Is nn
essential and that It ought to be

adopter The advocates pf
national Url department that
we have a body of men trained nud
equipped provided with special trains and
pt udlug their whole time In guarding

the forests of America Those who see-
the wisdom of our present mate Systems

n
This remarkable Idiot can road find

write only fairly and Is unable to do uny
simple problem in arithmetic Tbo only
explanation offered by Dr Wltzuiann-
t that ttila Idiot bid nerong iu youth to

calendar table giving thin npucial tine
of Information the exact period from
HOO to i OO Anuo Domini While Ir li-
fnfMi illjlo for him tu have luiinorlzed
nil these dates hf kixnivn to remember

II lira lCTit iifnl mart hay KOIII ui-

inlml
It irrttn tibr oil alancI

tvhFb rail f
quertiuu when tiicy arc put to

him
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threestory brick structure within sight-

of the national Capitol Building ul Wash-
ington D C Marriage and the forming-

of new ties new environments has re-

sulted In Hcatterlnc of the Gompera
clan naturally most united family Of
lute years tho household of the foremost
figure of labordom has consisted of Mra
Gompers nn unmarried daughter tho old
est son and the lattcrs daughter The
won Mr Samuel J Gompcrs does not
live nt home but his dwelling Is not far
distant from that of his father and dur-
ing the Intters frequent absences the
younger Ulan acts as till man of the fam-
ily The granddaughter MlnvijKIarenee
M Gompont who I Pre Dller
especial favorite likewise speedsmnch oC-

her time at the homestead recently
sloe became proilelent lu atenogWipby and
typewriting In order that rminmifother

ot-

practKal assistance to her In
the very considerable amount of work
that he performs at homo

Mrs Gompers wife or the labor chief
Inln Is woiiinu of pleasing personality-
who has not been deterred by her fond

I

boss for her home or the responsibilities
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also call for forest patrol and point to
the experience of tl national forests In
these n ranger on guard travels over the
district In which has charge at regu-
lar intervals and keeps a careful lookout
for any tires that may have started
sluce his last patrol In some places
there are lookout points mom which
CUll see smoke a long dlstancir away
nnd roads trails bridges and telephone
Hues help him tr perform his mission
He follows train and puts out tires that
nrlc from this cause and rides nttcn
along the route that people travel to
see If they obey the warnings that nre
posted on trees

By this pntro1 the government forest
service reduced harm over arms front
3SSS7i acres Iu 1001 to 1WU10 In 1C07

anti In Lat same time the acreage of
forests became three times larger On
time basis of thl expense to the Forest
Service the wbolo forest urea of the
United States could be patroled for about
n cent on acre ThU would mean n-

tromnndoim tmvlng In timber losses In
Michigan the forest Ore service Is with
the game and foment warden who hiss
lu deputies und they direct the super-
visors of time towns yet practically nil
parts of the upper peninsula nod much

the lower peninsula suffered because
there wins no complete patrol If any
further argument wcro needed to Impress
the of forest petrol IM

conning from the best of our lumber-
men Who are starting to this them-
selves

¬

Many umbcrmen have their owu
men who nro cotmtantly olng over the
pronnd aud In some places the stntu
authorizes these mini to stake arrests
If uwfMuiry Time friitnre
of this patrol IH that OIIP iuibi rinin
may tUi and tin one n hint
Hiiy iU limbing nnd O till Thi iPlil

Why pnrert lini
u t aunt HOI tll HJb JuiH
with

It umry IMVUI uuge to many that

I rearing n large family from taking a-

very active and Intelligent Interest In hor-

husbands missionary work In behalf of
organized labor Site and Mr Gompers
were married when they were both very
young mind when the young than was
working at hU trade as a clgarmakcr tint
she bad opportunity from the outset to
take a sympathetic Interest In her hus-
bands

¬

devotion to the cause of labor
In tribute to the comradeship with his
wife which ions enjoyed all these
>earl Mr Gompors said the other day

cnnnot remember the time when
was not mnrrled Tie might have re-
marked with equal truth that could
not recall the time when ho was not
active In behalf of his fellowworkmen
for since his flflcenth cor ho has been
an advocate of the rights of labor and
line been connected with tbe efforts to
organize the working people

Impelled by no social ambition beyond
thick own circle of chosen friends the
we men of the Jumper household have
been elngulnry resolute In remaining In
the background and avoiding publicity
during the years that the husband and
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best Implements for lighting forest Ores
mire the us the mattock the spade nnd
In sonic cases dynamite The character
of the country timber weather and
tlmp of day determine what method
must be pursued In swamps the lire
travels slowly but In miry open woods
It moves so quickly lhat the tirelighter
must go ahead nail try lo flnd au open

I ground to trench mad Imckilru
there Once In n while a fire moves so
fast that a mon cannot keep ahead of
It It spring from tree to tree and
bursts 10 hotly that animals mice as
soon as It starts tearing flames show-
ers

¬

of sparks nud douse smoke make n

forest fire a thing of terror Spring Urea
damage thu trees which are full of sup
nud fall llres usually run deep

Sixtyfive tires n year have been lost on
I

nn average from forest fires but this find
the looms of Umber are not the ouly dam-
age For Instance then Is great destruc-
tion to new growth 1nually addi-
tional growth of 20 cubli feet per acre
Is expected The damage to soil fertility
must also be considered The humus or
vegetable matter Is destroyed for tbo

I

f

dust has often been mentioned
STAR und the prevailing

apreun to be that touch of
tin Incalculable botwccu the
great heavenly bodies Is thickly strewn
with this tine metallic matter It has
now peen nunlyzod nnd IB found con-

sist
¬

of woiilfi ally pant and very ruin
ulo bollou nf racial
It InlllIl Iilb luo tnrlf dust nre

ponnltltr I n or fni otc loft
otr from m i tnrllr vht tut to
plii vuitu nea poet under the
wear lull tear of the uuiversc The

PeSiitJr2i t Q127 t5 s1Q 1115 tyeFCAleT1G i = Ii
father has been occupying a niche In
the contemporary hall of fame With one
member of tho family however Miss
Sadie Julia Gompers youngest daughter-
of the labor leader the public has recent-
ly

¬

had nn opportunity to become ac¬

quainted for MIHS Gomper following-
the example of the dnughters of Senator-
La Folletle Tom I Johnson anti other
public men has lately adopted a stage
career Miss Gompers who la a strik-
ingly

¬

beautiful brunette displayed
marked musical ability In early childhood
and was cducatea under the bent mas-
ters

¬

for the concert stare but her ulti-
mate ambition Is In the field of light
opera

Ay Samuel Campers Is unique In his
working methods and his policy of
welding workers of all classes In n close
knit organization so likewise Is he dis-
tinctive as well ns distinguished In up-
pcorance Most persons who for the first
time attend nn assemblage where he IB to
fpeak are somewhat taken by surprise by
hilt short stature but this IH quickly for ¬

gotten when the labor chieftain begins-
his address for he has a penetrating but
weil modulated voice and his delivery
front long experience In speaking In the
open air U excellent Samuel Gompers
who Is uow In his fiftyninth year Is nn
Kugllshnian by birth but he has few of
the characteristics usually associated with
tint nationality Probably the dominant
distinguishing feature of personal ap-
pearance is time massive head sparsely
covered with Iron grny hair width Is
usually hidden by a black sill skullcap-
Mr Gompcrs Is smooth shnven nod wears
glasses and in the course of its travels
has been repeatedly mistaken for n col
loge professor

Any person who lies the slightest ap-
preciation of how absorbed President
Gompers IH In his work can readily be-

lieve his disclaimer that ho linn any other
fads or hobbles Ills work which em-

braces everything from editorial work to
public speaking has the merit of variety
and It is doubtless this circumstance
which ci ahlcfi Mr GompcrK to maintain
himself physically tit though taking al-
most no exercise the ordinary accept-
ance of the turn He says frankly that
he limos never felt that he could Afford the
luxury of a saddle horse and he ta luuol-
festly not of a temperament for golf
Walking Is n forum of exercise Unit tin
labor leader thoroughly enjoys If he can
have the company of a congintll com-

panion but walking alone merely for time

nuke of musclebuilding has no harmers
for this mentally active lndlvldiiil In-

s caking oC the matter HOirUUni usn Mr
Gomper 1 remarked I like to hnvu soli-

tude for work but ut nil other Uiieti I

w
lle

ot

Ges
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the

I top soil turned ashen and It takes

titan years get back fer-

tility

¬

In tbe same way the river courses
and adjacent farms are liable to disaster
from floods and drouth Directly und In-

directly we nre all Interested In tbe for-

ests

¬

and the waters that rise among them
Hundreds of cotton mills pulp mills saw-

mills mind factories of various kinds are
upon the regular flow of the c

rivers Any one of these factors ought-

to be enough to prompt mesa
urea

GIfford Plnchot calls attention to the
question that success or failure In the so-

lution

¬

of the forest lire problem means
tbe continual use of the laud or the

burden of caring vast bar-

ren wastes and ho adds The lire wur
lIen system has been fairly successful in

places but Its H

that It IH n system In
nil our states for mouths before the Im-

mense
¬

small tires by

the nnd thousand If the na-

tional

¬

forests can be protected so tires
have dcrreascu there ia no reason why
forosto outsldo cannot be properly admin I

grains of metallic dual are much smaller
thou grains of laud nod much harder

I than hardest of steel IniUots yet
by man They are per-

fectly rounded na If coal In the snmu
I mold and all hollow It ta therefore

evident that peculiar notion mast
from the throwing off of tluo partlclea
of molten metal Into the cold apace
between the various worlds

Thty aro formed from time bright traits
left behind by couiols and meteors On-

coming Into time earth
meteors heroine molten Thou by tllii

pull beuiud euch meteor there do

love companionship Yes commenud
Mrs Gorapcra who hod heard her hus-

bands remark Mr Gomper Is so so-
ciable that I do not believe that he would
he satisfied to sit down cup of
coffee If there bo not some person to Co-
nverse with meanwhile

The grand marshal of the American
army of organized labor Is mighty nn

In his working methods Wo
pare It In his own words above quoted
thut he loves for work and to
cbtaln the quietude conducive o the beat
effort he has acquired tho habit of doing
his most Important work at night Yet
In of this ¬

Is tho fact that Samuel Gompers-
Is one of tho few men In America who
cau work on trains and actually accom-
plish

¬

something This Is highly Impor-
tant In the case of President Gomperg

he has averaged 30000 miles of rail-

road travel every year ror the past 30
years a total of OOOOW miles being

to moro than seven years of
continuous traveling When Gom
pert becomes Immersed In his
work ho Is largely oblivious to

even when traveling toad there was
on memorable occasion when the Presi-
dent of tho F of L dashed out at a

station to dispatch n telegram j

and turned from the operators desk Just
la time to see the train move off carry
Ing Important papers which he had
spread out around him In his scctlon of

i
tilL Ieercr and worse yet bearing away
his hut coat and vest and gold watch

When President Gompers Is nt homo he
spends roost of time daylight hours nt n

I large olllce bulldlug where the general
offices of the American of
Labor occupy several floors and hero

I
he lies a private office und the assistance
of a young woman who Is widely known
as one of the most capable private sec-
retaries

¬

In America At night the head
I of the labor host Isolates himself the

top floor of his residence where he has
fitted up n of workroom and
library that he calls his den It Is
nothing unusual for him to be busy here
rending and until 3 oclock In
time morning Most of the writing ntddo
from respondents It may be explained

I Is for the various official of
the American Federation President
Gotnpers almost never writes out any of
the numerous piiblle address he dells
ers The nearest comes to It Is to Jot
down on small slips of paper which may j

lie held In tine palm of the hand quota-
tions

¬
1

or statistics which he may desire
lo euiltody In his renmrUs and tvlilrh It Is
isscutlnl shall bo by abso-
lute accuracy to the smallest detail j
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IIleash lieIstercd Forest fires can nt
checked as shown In the experience of
foreign countries The cooperation of all
people will do much toward abating the
damage Settlers alone emit do much pre-

ventive work In the national forest their
help Is considered an Important agency
but too often they ore Indifferent A

settler may sets smoke In the distance and
think It Is from another settlers tamp
He hesitates about leaving his work tr
Investigate nod runs the chance of Ili
being harmless chance lu which he

sometimes loses
Those who have been agitating the con-

servation of the depleted forests fool
hopeful the problem will be solved if
settlers and practical lumberman give
their support Successful forestry de-

pend to a large extent on the solution
of the forest Ore problem the harvestms
of mature tlmtor the protection of youin
growth and reforestation and the inosst

Important part of till radical system is

time prevention of tires

I Ana yzirlg eteorio Oust
velop the bright trail of the snoouug
star phenomenon

But when this bright trail cools off and
tho metal left behind In the nlr by the
meteor becomes solid It nMiimes the
IeuUnr hollow anti rounded form These
pellets drift down to the earths stir
nee gradually through time currents of

air
Tidy star dust Is constantly coming

down lo the earth Almost tiny handful
of dust from n sheltered spot contains
them They can be brought toel her by
n magnet passed through tho ordinary
dirt nod can thru be observed under a
microscope

yr


